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Summary

This workshop aims to highlight the distinctive opportunities for, and requirements of,
qualitative research in e-Social Science initiatives. It is sparked by the fact that
debates about the principal contributions of emerging tools and technologies can often
be drawn towards discussions of new opportunities in sampling, counting, coding,
correlating, modelling, and maybe even automating in the research process. Whilst
these ‘affordances' have strong appeal for many, they do not necessarily resonate so
well with contemporary qualitative research approaches and practices. Nevertheless
there are clear areas in which qualitative researchers can benefit from developments
in e-Social Science.

Therefore this workshop aims to highlight new research opportunities distinctive to
qualitative researchers in the field of e-Social Science and also explore the particular
challenges raised when designing tools and technologies for qualitative researchers.
These debates will cluster around issues such as:

new tools and techniques that are in development for qualitative researchers;
— new opportunities for sharing qualitative data;

— distinctive legal and ethical challenges for eResearch posed by qualitative
research;

— new opportunities for, and challenges in, integrating qualitative and quantitative
methods;

— new forms of data generated by advanced technologies;
— new opportunities to support research collaborations in qualitative studies;

— distinctive problems in developing eResearch tools to support the analytic
orientations of different groups of qualitative researchers.

The workshop will be organised around a series of short presentations on key issues
and developments with an eye to generating broader discussions amongst participants
in the final session.

Programme

Practices, Methods and Community Tools for Sharing Qualitative Data



Louise Corti (UK Data Archive, University of Essex)

Replayer: Bridging the Quantitative-Qualitative Divide in Ubicomp Evaluation
Matthew Chalmers (University of Glasgow)

Technology and Collaborative Qualitative Research Will Gibson (Institute of
Education) and Andy Hall (University of Manchester)

Using Wikis in Collaborative Ethnography
Barry Brown (University of Glasgow)

'New Lamps for Old?': E-social science and Aladdin's Cave
Dave Randall (Manchester Metropolitan University)
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